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W hy & W hat of Scoping m ethods

>Why reviews at all?
>What makes a review systematic?
>What is a scoping review & what do they add?

Characteristics of a SR
> Protocol driven process

> Clearly stated set of objectives with pre-defined eligibility criteria for studies
> Explicit, reproducible methodology 
> Systematic search that attempts to identify all studies that would meet the 

eligibility criteria
> Assessment of the validity of the findings of the included studies 
> Systematic presentation, and synthesis, of the characteristics and findings of 

the included studies (Pearson, Weeks & Stern, 2011)

Characteristics of a high quality SR
> C le a r ly a r t ic u la t e d o b je c t iv e s a n d q u e s t io n s

> In c lu s io n a n d e x c lu s io n c r it e r ia , s t ip u la t e d a p r io r i ( in t h e p r o t o c o l)

> C o m p r e h e n s iv e s e a r c h t o id e n t if y a l l r e le v a n t s t u d ie s ( p u b l is h e d a n d u n p u b l is h e d )

> C r it ic a l a p p ra is a l o f t h e in c lu d e d s t u d ie s

> A n a ly s is o f d a t a e x t ra c t e d f r o m t h e in c lu d e d r e s e a r c h

> P r e s e n t a t io n a n d s y n t h e s is o f t h e f in d in g s e x t ra c t e d

> Tra n s p a r e n t r e p o r t in g o f t h e m e t h o d o lo g y a n d m e t h o d s u s e d t o c o n d u c t t h e

r e v ie w
(Aromataris & Pearson, 2014)
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Types of JBI Reviews
– Effectiveness Reviews - Scoping!
– Meaningfulness Reviews
– Costs/Economics Reviews
– Prevalence or Incidence Reviews
– Diagnostic Accuracy Reviews
– Aetiology and Risk Reviews
– Textual Synthesis Reviews
– Mixed methods Reviews
– Umbrella Reviews

W hy a JBI Scoping Review?
� R e v ie w s  t h a t  d e t e r m in e  t h e  s iz e / s c o p e  o f  a  b o d y  o f  l i t e ra t u r e  o n  a  t o p ic

� U s e d  t o  m a p  t h e  k e y  c o n c e p t s  u n d e r p in n in g  a  r e s e a r c h  a r e a ,  c la r i f y  w o r k in g  
d e f in it io n s  a n d / o r  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  a  t o p ic ,  a n d  id e n t if y  g a p s  in  t h e  

k n o w le d g e  b a s e

� U s e f u l  fo r  e x a m in in g  e m e r g in g  e v id e n c e  w h e n  it  is  s t i l l  u n c le a r  w h a t  o t h e r,  m o r e  

s p e c if ic  q u e s t io n s  c a n  b e  p o s e d  a n d  v a lu a b ly  a d d r e s s e d  

� C a n  in fo r m  f u t u r e  s y s t e m a t ic  r e v ie w s
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Clarify research questions
> Key  le sso n s fro m  th e  exp e rie n ce : 

– the need to relate scoping studies particular to 
a health service context; 

– to be multi-disciplinary and to give enough time to 
integrate diverse findings; 

– and for research commissioners to be explicit about the 
aims of scoping studies AND their intended uses.

M apping Concepts

> This scoping review
sought to explore 
how occupational 
engagement and 
recovery are interrelated.
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M apping the evidence

>Key lessons from the experience:
– bone health (14), weight management and nutrition 

related health outcomes (81), metabolic health (6); 
cardiovascular health (57); gastrointestinal health (24); 
cancer (39); diabetes (13), Parkinson's disease risk (3), 
all-cause mortality (3), skin complaints (3), respiratory 
complaints (3), joint pain/function (2); the remaining 8 
studies reported a variety of other outcomes.
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Developing Fram eworks
> Key lessons from the experience:
– Care challenges, burden, and cost have positioned complexity as 

an important health issue
> We provide an overview of complex chronic conditions, 
– what is known about complexity, and describe variations in how 

it is understood. 
– We developed a Complexity Framework from these findings to 

guide our approach to understanding patient complexity.

Inform ing SR topics

> Scoping Review of Qualitative Evidence
on People’s views and experiences of 
delivering and participating in 
microfinance interventions: The Joanna 
Briggs Institute for the UK Department for 
International Development, 2015.
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W hy & W hat of Scoping m ethods

> What is a scoping review & what do they add to Clinical 
Medical Education (CME)?
– Volume of evidence management
– Clarity & clarification of CME research questions
– Concept mapping of CME pedagogy
– Evidence mapping of CME research volume, metrics and quality
– Conceptual framework development for pedagogy & implementation in CME
– Creating scholarship in CME based on needs/gaps analysis of secondary 

literature
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